rrom: I

Sent: 04 August 2022 18:43

Tos Karl McCartny I <t 02 e I

Subject: Manston Airport DCO delay.

Dear Karl McCartney MP,

Due to the extreme delay since we have last been updated by the DfT (7th April 2022 on
the PINS site),

regarding the Manston Airport DCO, the Save Manston Airport association are contacting
you again,

on behalf of our 3,800 members, many of whom are still waiting for aviation related jobs
at Manston Airport, after 8 % years.

Please see the attached letter, from our Committee, on behalf of our members,
Regards,
Dr. Beau Webber
Chairman, Save Manston Airport association..
2022-08-04

cc. Gareth Davies CB

This email has originated from external sources and has been scanned by DfT’s email scanning
service.




Dear Sir,

We would like to draw your attention to the appalling way that RSP and their Investors have been
treated in their application for a DCO at Manston Airport. This is £500 million of private
investment in an area of high deprivation and high unemployment. The unacceptable delay and
lack of transparency of the redetermination process risks this and future investment in the UK
being lost.

It is (or should be) a huge embarrassment to the Department for Transport and reflects very badly
on UK PLC.

Timescale

e The 2008 Planning Act was designed to give certainty to developers and investors by
having a strict timetable.

e Following the recommendation by the Examining Authority, the appropriate Secretary of
State should have 3 months to make a decision on whether to grant the DCO or not.

e Inthe case of the Manston DCO, the Secretary of State should have made the decision by
18t January 2020.

e The decision to grant the DCO was finally made on 9t July 2020 (9 months after the
Examining Authority gave their recommendations).

e The decision was challenged, and the Secretary of State agreed in November 2020 to quash
the DCO on the grounds that he had “failed to give adequate and intelligible reasons”
despite taking 3 times the allotted time to reach his decision. This is inexcusable.

e The DCO was formally quashed in the High Court in February 2021.

e At the time of writing, it is now 21 months since the Secretary of State conceded in
November 2020 (7 times the original allotted time) and the Secretary of State has failed to
redetermine the DCO.

Not only do these unnecessary delays reduce the confidence of developers and investors in the

DCO process | am sure it is costing RSP daily and almost certainly is losing business for UK PLC as
goods are trucked to and from Northern Europe. With a granted DCO, Manston could begin the

process of picking up that business.

Thanet District Council (TDC) Local Plan

e The Local Plan was adopted by TDC in July 2020.

e Policy SP03 committed the council to carry out a review of the plan within 6 months
(January 2021).

e Policy SPO7 “Manston Airport as identified on the Policies Map is safeqguarded for airport
related uses. Whether or not the DCO is confirmed, the future use and development of
Manston Airport and/or other policies affected by the outcome of the DCO process will be
determined through the early review of the Plan”.

e TDC have been unable to carry out the review as required by SP03 because of the inaction
by the DfT.

e This has brought TDC into conflict with the Department for Levelling Up, Housing &
Communities.

e There is the real risk that TDC will be put into Special Measures as a direct result of the DfT
not deciding on the DCO. This is inexcusable.

e Such unintended consequences reflect very badly on the DfT.



Government Policy -t eManst nD O sfuly nli e wi hGovernme t Policy:

e Bey nd hehoriz n: he fut re of UK Aviation — M king bes u e of exi ting runways e.g.
M nstonarea yhasa ,748m runway.

e Le eling Upthe United King ome.g T ane i on of hemost epriv d rea inth UK
w th hig | vels of unemploym nt.

e NetZero trate y; B ild Back Green re. . RSP hav indica ed hrough its “Upda ed

egister of En ironmen al ctionsand ommitme ts R AC)” andaco mitmentt a

“Cli ate Chan e Adaptio Strategy folowingt e raningoft e DCOt atMan t n wil
beat en setteri “Bulding Back Greene ”.

Emerging Policy th M nston DC is ully in line with emerg ng Government Poli y:

Fl ghtpatht the Futu e: astra egi fr mework f r the aviation sector. e.g. “3 Suppor
growthi airp rtca acity wher itisj stifed,ensuin tha c p cit isusedin wa th t
del vers fo the UK. 5. ap urethe potental fn wtechn lo yanditsu es and 6 Un ock
| cal benefit a dlevel p .

e F tureof Freight: Alon termpan eg. “1.7 Arfreig t sanexcell ntexa pleof ow
vi tionis ke fo the U insupporting urgl bal ambition ”.

e JetZero our strategy for net zero av atio . e g. M nst n Airport wil ot ha ethele acy
is ues fotherai pots hic wer identifiedi theletZero Co sultation, uch as
r pla ing as pow red heat ng, and wi | be th template for fu ure airp rt ope ations.

e eroEmi si nFligh (ZEF) .g. Mans onis already playing its partin upport ng eme g ng
technolo ie having signe aMe oran um of U der tanding (MOU) ith Hypoint fo the
dev lopm ntan te tin o HydrogenF el ellsforusein helicopter a d aircraft at
Manston.

R sea ch yL ughbo ough Un versity forthe E d hild Poverty C alito rele se inJuly 202
show that t ird of all childr n over 9,000) in Thanet are ivingin overy.

Thane desperatey eedsth £ 00 mill on nvestment at Manston to pro ide the job , timu ate
growt wi hintheare an toh Ipalleviate th depri ation and sense fh pel ssness ithinth
commu it .

For all the reaso s utlin d bove, we urge he ecretary of St tet urg ntlyiss et e decision
| tter (bu wthad quat and intelligib er asons) o prove th tthisgo er ment reserousa ou

therinten iontol velupth w oleofth UK

From he SMAa C mmit ee on ehalf of the 3 800 m mbers

DrBeauW b er (C airman)

Liam Coy e (Vice Chairman & Chief Modera or)
D vid Stevens (Vice- hairman)

Margaret Sole (Tre surer)

G egory Nocentini (Trea urer)

Angela S evens (Secr tary)

Ex officio members:

Bryan Girdler

Gary Dumigan





